
Volunteer salmon Hatchery. 
News Letter 37, March 2021. 

Welcome to the 37th Editionof our news letter. The year is rapidly moving forward and it is salmon 
season again. A few of you have been rather lucky and have managed to catch a salmon. 
Congratulations to those that have caught one, to the rest keep on trying as it is starting to get better 
by the day, Unfortunately we have to put up with bulldozers and diggers in the river stirring up the 
silt and dislodging willow trees and assorted debris. 

Firstly we must acknowledge our major sponsors. Meridian energy community fund , the morven 
Glenavy Irrigation company. The Glenavy- Waitaki bridge salmon Association. Waitaki Irrigator 
Collective, Oceania Dairy Ltd. Youthtown and Pub Charity. Without the contributions by these 
groups we would have been struggling. 

We must acknowledge our members who have made a donation since the last news letter, They 
include, Harry Janda and  John . We must also thank Russell Hurst ,for  firewood logs, Andre Ver 
Barkle for firewood logs at a good rate.and  Schofield Logging  for donating logs free of charge, 
and to Wareing Transport Ltd for providing transportation for the donated logs at a discounted rate. 
We thank you all. 

A reminder to all those out there trying to catch a salmon. We have fin clipped Salmon returning 
this year. They are easily identified by the adipose fin being missing. If you are lucky enough to 
catch one of these fish in the Waitaki river you will be entered into a draw for $100 sports voucher. 
There will be five available for collection. If more then 5 are registered a draw will be conducted to 
establish the winners.  Last season only one fin clipped fish was registered. This was caught by Les 
Crosbie, but fish and Game surveys revealed a further 5 fin clipped fish where caught in our river. 

We need this information regarding fin cliped fish returning, as this gives our organisation a 
perspective on our success. Based on this information we are able to say that the hatchery provided 
7% of all the salmon caught in the Waitaki. We do make a diference. Its just the numbers 
released/returning that needs to increase. We believe that we are now in a position to do just that. 

This year we have approximately 17,000 fish raised for release. We have about 13,000 in Bells 
Pond and 4,000 in Welcome stream. 



These will need to be fin clipped. 

The welcome stream fish will be fin clipped on Sunday the  11 April 2021 commencing at 
10am. 
We need a good turn out for this, as many hands make light work. A barbeque and refreshments will
be provided to those that help out. This is essentially a fun couple of hours work. 

The bells Pond fish will be fin clipped on Sunday the 16th May 2021 commencing at 10am.  
These fish are slightly younger by a month compared to the Welcome Stream fish. This turns out to 
be much bigger than the Welcome Stream working bee. Please dont just leave it to “ Someone 
Else”. The numbers are 3three times as many as the welcome stream working bee. Please bring 
your Family and friends to help out. Again a BBQ and refreshments will be given at the completion 
of the task. 

Our brood stock are steadily getting bigger. I might be looking through rose coloured magnifying 
glasses but some appear to be about 6-8lb in weight,

 Yes there are smaller ones but the last two deaths were both over 3 lb and when compared to the 
others can be described as small. The fish in the photograph weighed 1.259kg , it had jumped out of
the raceway. 

These fish will be two year olds in June. Some will early mature. These being mainly males, and a 
few females will also early mature. 

Hopefully there will be enough eggs provided to supplement any that we obtain from the salmon 
trap in the Hakataramea river. This should  be the last time we actively trap in the Hakataramea 
River as our brood stock should provide all the eggs we require for the future.  

Our new raceway is fully in operation and the 13,000 smolt are occupying two thirds of the 
raceway. They are feeding well and putting on condition. 



As mentioned earlier the salmon trap will need to be set this year. This will be on Tuesday the 
20th April 2021. We are looking for about 6 volunteers to help install it. On site at 10am. Should 
take less than 1.5hrs to set up and then on way home again. Please contact a committee member 
advising that you can assist on the 20th April.  A roster will be created to empty the trap every 
second day, just as we have in the past two years. This will be organised closer to the date. 

The American , One Nation People, the Winnamentu tribe, are again looking at doing a DNA survey
of the Salmon in the South Island. We have been asked to participate by providing the salmon trap 
and volunteers to check the trap.  This will be a paid per trip to the salmon trap. Being paid by the 
Winnamentu tribe via Fish and Games who will distribute the funds. You will not get rich but you 
definitely will not be out of pocket. Please advise a committee member if you wish to assist in this 
programme. You will also get to see, just how many trout use the Hakataramea River to spawn. 
Fantastic viewing for the family. 

The AGM will be held on Tuesday the 23rd March at 7.30pm, at the Glenavy Hall. Supper 
provided and a gold coin donation on entry to defray expenses. 

Please make the effort to attend the AGM is it gives your committee a confidence boost. 
Two of our members are stepping aside due to other commitments. We would dearly love to have 
two persons volunteer to join the committee . We have 11 meetings a year,  concerning the 
administration of the hatchery. These meetings are held monthly and generally are finished by 9pm. 

Once our fish for release have been fin clipped they will be released to the wild, on a spring tide 
period, hopefully some will return to our river in two years time.  Releasing 17,000 is a boost to the 
usual 2-4 thousand we have been releasing in the last few years. These are the progeny of 39 brood 
stock we raised. 

We converted two of our lawn Mowers (sheep) from Welcome Stream into sausages. These have 
been processed by Rural Meats Waimate and we have had 95  bags of six sausages returned to us 
for sale. These sausages are first class and at $5.00 per bag of six represent a value buy. (The 
supermarket has lamb sausages for $9.00 for six.) As usual it is first in best dressed. Please contact a
committee member or Linn Koevoet 03 689 3883 to place your order. Stocks will not last if you 
leave it too late.  

We have almost dry firewood for sale as well as green firewood for sale. $65 per cubic meter. We 
need to sell 6-8 trailer loads as soon as possible to ensure we have sufficient funds in our now 
account to operate without having to delve into our investment account. Please help out by finding 
some customers. 

This news letter is again sponsored by Oamaru Sports and Outdoors. Please support Richard and 
his team, when you are purchasing your outdoor sports gear. 


